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2020-21 GRADUATES



We are pleased to introduce and congratulate the 2020-2021 graduates of the Indiana University Lilly Family School of 

Philanthropy. You’ll meet many of these exceptional individuals, who are the next generation of professionals, scholars, 

and philanthropists, in these pages.

Read about our graduates’ plans and aspirations to lead with purpose, and, in turn, improve philanthropy to improve 

students are exceptionally prepared to meet the demands of today’s philanthropic environment, our graduates are 

sought-after professionals who work throughout the United States and around the world. Our graduates work in 

leadership, management, and direct service positions in functional areas such as fundraising, grantmaking, and 

and the environment, developing countries and many other worthwhile causes.

We invite you to learn more at philanthropy.iupui.edu/grads.

GRAD
CERTIFICATE

M.A.

B.A.

Ph.D.

2020-21



KATHRYN DILWORTH
Following graduation, I plan to continue my work as a frontline 
fundraiser. In addition, I will be teaching in the M.A. program 
at the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy and continuing 
my research on fundraising practice and the impact of 
philanthropy on well-being. I am also very excited to be 
launching my consulting business this spring which will offer 
support for fundraisers and nonprofit leaders building cases 
for giving that resonate with emerging focus areas for donors 
and other elements related to successful fundraising. This 
platform will also offer virtual trainings for fundraisers in a 
variety of environments on a new fundraising model based on 
social capital that supports stronger donor engagement and 
meaningful giving experiences.

SEVINC SEVDA KILICALP 
IACONANTONIO
I will continue working as Policy and Incubation Manager at 
the European Foundation Centre (EFC), a membership-
based organization that aims to strengthen the sector 
and make the case for institutional philanthropy as 
a “formidable means of effecting change.” I design 
peer-learning activities for philanthropy professionals 
and oversee international leadership programs with 
China, Russia and India. As an academic-practitioner, 
I am passionate about blending my sector experience 
with academic knowledge and playing a bridge role 
between these two worlds.

HEATHER O’CONNOR
This summer, I will begin my role as 
assistant professor of philanthropy for the 
Chartered Advisor in Philanthropy (CAP) 
program, a graduate designation at the 
American College of Financial Services. The 
program provides insight into principles and 
strategies of comprehensive philanthropic 
planning for advisors in the financial, tax, 
estate law, and nonprofit fields.

JAMIE GOODWIN
I will rest for the summer, then begin my second 
year as an Assistant Professor of Humanitarian 
and Disaster Leadership at Wheaton College.



SYDNEY BROWN
Currently, I am remotely working as a medical 
administrator for the Indiana Department of 
Health through KHI Knowledge Services, and 
plan on taking my office mobile and working 
out west for the first three months after 
graduation. During my time out west, I will be 
applying to environmental conservation 
focused nonprofits or foundations where I hope 
to start a career in community engagement or 
as a donor manager.

DONNA CLARK
I am eager to continue serving the educational 
communities of the Indiana University School of 
Medicine with a reinvigorated appreciation for 
building trusting relationships, a core foundation 
for success in philanthropy and life. While I hope 
to remain in the central Indiana region, I will 
trust my faith and follow my heart to where I 
can meaningfully contribute.

COLIN BROWN
After graduation, I will continue in my role as  
Director of Development, Major Gifts at the  
Kelley School of Business. This program 
provided me with a deep understanding of the 
philanthropic sector and will help me in my role 
at Kelley, as Treasurer of AFP-Indiana Chapter, 
and as a board member at Franklin College and 
the Impact Competition Foundation.

JULIA ASHTON KOHL
I currently work as a grant writer for Aspire 
Indiana Health. After graduation, I plan to utilize 
my experience from the Lilly Family School  
of Philanthropy to continue serving Aspire’s  
mission to make health and well-being a reality 
for Hoosiers. I am passionate about both the 
arts and healthcare philanthropy and hope  
to one day serve as an executive director of  
a nonprofit in Indiana or Massachusetts.



AMBER EMBREY
After graduation I plan to continue in my  
role in development and communications for  
the Indiana University School of Medicine,  
Evansville regional campus. I plan to utilize the 
techniques and theories learned through the 
M.A. program to follow my passion of creating
positive relationships in education and 
healthcare and community engagement for 
nonprofit organizations.

LINDA JO DOCTOR
I will continue to work as a program officer at the 
W. K. Kellogg Foundation. While a student at the 
school, the learning I was able to do, enhanced 
my work with colleagues and other partners. 
In the future I would be interested in pursuing 
opportunities to teach, serve as a mentor and 
coach for others working in the field.

JONATHAN COLLIER
I hope to stay in the U.S. and apply my education in 
a meaningful way. I do not really have a preference 
on location or cause but am more drawn to 
organizations that have missions focused on 
caring for those most in need. Equitable education 
access and quality is also important to me so I 
am particularly interested in higher education 
institutions. I look forward to applying my learning 
at the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy in a way 
that makes the philanthropic sector more equitable 
and effective in meeting society’s ongoing issues.

KATHARYN CLARK
In addition to completing my Master of Arts in 
Philanthropic Studies, I have also completed my 
J.D. at the IU Robert H. McKinney School of Law. 
I’m happy to share that I have just started a new 
position at the Indianapolis Business Journal as 
the Director of Events and Strategic Initiatives.



SUZANNE HALLSWORTH
I plan to continue in my role as chief 
development officer at the Oakville Hospital 
Foundation working with an incredible team  
of staff and volunteers. In addition, I am  
excited to be educating the next generation 
of fundraisers as a part-time instructor at 
Sheridan College teaching a course in Public 
Relations and Philanthropy.

ASRAR JABER
I plan to start my full-time job in Zakat Foundation 
of America as a part of the Optional Practical 
Training. This allows me to work with a nonprofit 
organization in the U.S for one year to gain more 
practical experience and implement what I have 
learned in the field. I would like to pursue a Ph.D. 
in a related field. I am particularly interested in 
philanthropy and civil society in the Middle East.

ALLISON FIELDS
After graduation, I plan on starting my career  
in the philanthropic sector. I hope to find a  
position that will allow me to combine my  
passion for arts and culture and my education  
to make a positive impact on my community.

CRYSTAL JONES
I plan to keep serving the IU community as an 
advancement professional. I know the education 
I gained through the program has added value 
to what I can provide the university. 



ROB KAUFOLD
I will continue my role as the executive director 
of the Hemera Foundation, taking the lessons 
shared within the curriculum to improve our 
grant-making and support of our partner  
grantees’ vision and mission. I will launch  
new projects that promote transparency by 
private foundations and elevate new ideas by  
entrepreneurial change-makers, ensuring they 
have all the resources needed to establish and 
sustain their work.

KENDRA KLINK
I plan to continue my job as the executive 
director of The James Foundation as well as my 
involvement in the community through volunteer 
work, board services, and enjoying life.

SECIL KINAY YILMAZ
It is an honor to be a part of the IUPUI alumni  
community. While I was conducting my M.A. 
degree, I’ve been working at the Vehbi Koc 
Foundation in Istanbul-Turkey. I am planning to 
keep working at the foundation for at least three 
years and use my academic and practical know-
how to help our work become more strategically 
focused and effective. I dream of starting a new 
social initiative to combine arts and creative 
sectors to help build resilient and prosperous 
communities in the mid-run.

BROOKE KATINSKY TSALIKOVA
I’m eager to pursue opportunities which allow 
me to combine my education, experience, and 
passion to advance the greater good.



TRAYCEE LANE
Although my formal education ends upon  
graduation, I plan to remain a life-long student  
of philanthropy. The program has given me  
the skills needed to make an impact on my 
community and the causes I am passionate 
about. I hope to find a career in grantmaking 
with a focus on health, social justice, or  
economic stability.

CONNOR LAGRANGE
Following graduation, I will be participating in the 
year-long fellowship through The Lilly Family 
School of Philanthropy’s partnership with  
The Patterson Foundation in Sarasota, Florida.

AMANDA MANLY
I am looking forward to continuing my role as 
the director of development at Safe Harbor, a 
domestic abuse services agency in Greenville, 
South Carolina. In that role I plan to utilize the 
amazing education that I have received at the 
Lilly Family School of Philanthropy as I work to 
address equity in philanthropy at our agency 
and in our large community.

AARON MARTIN  
I plan to continue my work in the philanthropic 
field, and to continue learning and growing as 
both an individual and a professional. I am  
incredibly excited to be able to use my passion 
and knowledge from this program to serve and 
work for a brighter future.



RACHEL MULLINNIX
After graduating, I plan to continue my work  
at the Ivy Tech Foundation in Terre Haute,  
Indiana where I will use the knowledge I’ve 
gained to elevate our development activities 
and fundraising goals.

COLLEEN RUSNAK
I am looking to work in a development role. 
Through my graduate assistantship at the  
Women’s Philanthropy Institute I gained experience 
working and creating an annual fundraising plan. 
In addition, I have experience working in higher 
education in a career development position  
connecting employers with students. I am 
passionate about helping women gain access 
to education, create professional networks and 
promote women’s causes.

KAREN SANBURN
I plan to search for a nonprofit opportunity  
that allows me to continue to learn and grow  
as a valuable member of my community. I am 
forever grateful to the Lilly Family School of 
Philanthropy for helping me to realize that  
if I want a better nation, I must become a 
better citizen.

ELLEN MOORE
After graduation, I will continue to work to connect 
resources and encourage innovative problem- 
solving in my community through my role at 
the Community Foundation of Johnson County 
(Iowa) and as a volunteer serving through  
various nonprofit organizations.



MAUREEN SHIEL
I have also completed my Master of  
Jurisprudence and hope to apply 
these degrees to my interest in 
nonprofits in  cultural development.

SHIVANT SHRESTHA
I am currently searching for job opportunities 
and hope to work at an environmental organization, 
nonprofit, or foundation to learn and advance 
their development, communications, outreach, 
conservation or sustainability efforts.

CLAIRE SMILLIE
I plan to continue serving the Indianapolis  
community in my current role at United Way  
of Central Indiana. I desire to use my learning 
from the program to continue to cultivate 
relationships and foster a community minded 
career. I hope to use my time after graduation 
to make a difference while connecting others  
to the passions and causes that are close to 
their hearts.

RICK SMITH
I am currently completing my EdD at Bradley University.  
My plans in the coming years are to complete my  
doctorate degree in Higher Education Leadership at 
Bradley and continue my work in higher education  and 
in the nonprofit sector. I currently serve as the  
president and CEO of the United Way of Ross County, 
Ohio, and vice president of institutional advancement  
at the Northern Pennsylvania Regional College. I serve 
on a number of nonprofit boards including the Kentucky 
College of Art+ Design, the Kentucky Derby Festival, 
and the Ross County Chamber of Commerce. I plan to 
continue my service as I work to engage and work in the 
communities where I serve.



YUSUF AYDIN
After graduation, I want to continue the Ph.D. 
program at the Lilly Family School of 
Philanthropy. I worked in an international 
humanitarian aid NGO for six years. With the 
education I received here, I want to raise this 
level a little higher. It has always been my 
dream to be a manager in the relevant 
institutions of the United Nations. I want to 
advance my career in this direction.

TONY VIVIANO
I plan to further my career working with 
donors and alumni at IUPUI in my position 
at Ren Philanthropic Solutions Group. I also 
plan  to apply knowledge in my community 
work, serving as a volunteer and member of 
several nonprofit organizations.

AMANDA WEITMAN
I will continue to work with high net worth  
families to protect, grow and transfer their 
wealth with an emphasis on transferring  
wealth through philanthropy.

MICHAEL ZIMMERMAN
After graduation, I will continue my work in major gifts, 
building not only on my professional experience in 
fundraising and development, but also on my scholarly 
engagement with the problems and questions that I believe 
current and future philanthropy must confront. I am inspired 
by new and innovative models of philanthropy which seek 
to address our world’s most pressing concerns—among 
them, diversity, equity and inclusion. Driven by an increasingly 
nuanced understanding of the ever-evolving challenges 
of 21st century philanthropy, I plan to continue to learn, 
collaborate, partner, grow, and lead with passion and  
committment in all of my future endeavors.



ANNE BERGERON
I plan to continue my graduate studies with 
the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy. I also 
plan to write a book based on my experiences 
in the nonprofit sector and fundraising 
profession as a guide for others new to the 
field. And I will continue to work with cultural 
nonprofits to sustain the industry, especially 
museums and those most affected by the 
impacts of COVID-19.

LILLIAN CARUTHERS
I will continue working at IU Health as an  
administrative coordinator. I serve on  multiple 
diversity and inclusion committees and the 
employee volunteer council, which works with the 
surrounding community to build relations. I 
plan to take a cooking class and learn Spanish. 
I am currently looking for an administrative or 
specialist position in the philanthropy field. I’m 
so appreciative of what I gained from the 
certificate program, such wonderful instructors.

BRAD BRYANT
I plan to continue in the master’s program  
and apply the lessons learned in the formal  
educational setting to the work I do in my 
own backyard community and within the 
state  of Georgia. My college motto, “dum 
vivimus, servimus” - while we live, we serve - 
is how I choose to live. The lessons learned 
at the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy add 
quality  to those life choices.

MATTHEW CREEK
I will continue my studies by joining the M.A. 
program while continuing my full-time 
position of production & communications 
manager for the Indianapolis Symphonic 
Choir.



CHAVA FOX
I plan to pursue a master’s degree to continue 
my education in philanthropy. Additionally,  
I plan to apply my knowledge in my current  
role at a private foundation as well as pursue 
volunteer and board member roles in the  
Denver area.

RAINIE GRANT
I plan to continue my work in community  
development and quality of life on Indy’s Near 
Eastside and to use the knowledge and  
experience I’ve gained from the Muslim  
Philanthropy and Humanitarian Studies  
Fellowship to improve philanthropic practices  
in my own community.

SUSAN LEITHAUSER
I will continue the rewarding work with parents 
and families at Denison University and continue 
to study and learn about this incredible field of 
study: Philanthropy! It is what makes the world 
truly go round. I’m grateful for the lessons this 
certificate provides.

KIMBERLY MERRITT
I plan to pursue an M.A. in Philanthropic Studies 
beginning in the fall of 2021. I will also continue 
in my role as managing director of alumni 
relations for the IUPUI campus.



FATIMA SAIED
I plan to start implementing what I’ve learned in 
my current position as executive director of the 
Muslim Women’s Organization. I also hope to 
complete my master’s degree in philanthropic 
studies at the Lilly Family School of 
Philanthropy.

NITSAN TAL
After graduating I will continue my filmmaking 
work with philanthropic organizations, with a better 
understanding of the field and its complexities.

KELLIE ALEXANDER
Following graduation, I plan to continue my 
education by completing my accelerated M.A.  
in Philanthropic Studies degree at the IU Lilly 
Family School of Philanthropy. I look forward 
to exploring the world of philanthropy further 
while learning about my passions to best serve 
my community.

SHANEY SMITH
I am very excited to have completed the Graduate 
Certificate in Philanthropic Studies from the 
Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, and I am 
honored to have been since accepted into the 
M.A. in Philanthropic Studies program where I 
will continue my studies. As Audrey Hepburn 
once said, “as you grow older you will discover 
that you have two hands; one for helping 
yourself, and one for helping others.”



JUSTINE AYCOCK
After graduation, I will look for a full-time  
position in fund development and continue  
to pursue my M.A. in Philanthropic Studies.

HALEY BRYANT
I plan on moving back to southern Indiana  
after graduation and finding a full-time job in  
either volunteer coordination or in development. 
After establishing my first job, I plan on attending 
the University of Louisville in the fall of 2022 
and majoring in Urban Planning for my  
master’s degree. After this, I would like to work 
in either Indianapolis or Louisville, and help  
low-income/poverty-stricken neighborhoods 
rebuild and have access to everyday necessities.

ALEXA CARR
I plan to attend graduate school and work in the 
nonprofit sector!

JUDITH FLORES
While at the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy I 
was able to learn and interact with students and 
professors who have shaped me into the person 
I am today. With this newfound knowledge, I 
hope to work at a nonprofit organization that 
advances community engagement or advocates 
for the rights of individuals that don’t have a 
voice. I also plan to travel and spend time  
building up my own creative business.



MOLLY GRIMM
Following graduation, I will spend my summer 
interning for the Office of Community  
Engagement at IUPUI. I plan to continue my  
education in the fall of 2021 to earn my Master of 
Arts in Philanthropic Studies with a goal of one 
day working in higher education development.

KELLI GODWIN
After graduation, my goal is to find a position in 
a nonprofit that fits my strengths and interests. I 
would greatly like to find a nonprofit organization 
that I feel drawn to, but I aspire to work for an 
organization that focuses on animal welfare or 
wildlife conservation. In the meantime, I plan to 
continue working with the Boys & Girls Club of 
Morgan County by transitioning my internship 
into a summer position.

DAVID JOHNSON
After I graduate I plan to spend some time in 
Houston, Texas. My two nephews, ages 3 and 
5, are growing quickly. At the same time I will 
remain leading Spring Oath Help Institute, a 
grassroots nonprofit I founded in 2017. I will  
not have the responsibility of going to school 
anymore and will be able to work fulltime  
helping neighborhood and community-based 
organizations across Indianapolis.

MADISON JOHNSON
Upon graduation, I plan to stay close and work 
for an Indianapolis-based nonprofit. I have a 
passion for advocating for affordable healthcare 
and the empowerment of women! I will continue 
to gain knowledge and experience in the  
nonprofit field.



MAREN LEHMAN
After graduation, I will continue to pursue my Master’s 
in Philanthropic Studies degree and Certificate in 
Fundraising Management from The Fund Raising 
School. I am eager to continue to carry out the 
missions stated in Matthew 28:19-20 and Matthew 
16:15-16 both as I continue to study at the Lilly  
Family School of Philanthropy and as I pursue a  
professional career as a fundraiser or program 
officer. I aim to combine my passions of education, 
Christian ministry, and eating disorders into my 
work in the nonprofit sector.

SAMANTHA MARTINEZ
I do not currently know what my plans are but I 
dream one day of opening a nonprofit in the  
future! I plan to also travel a lot in the future.  
I am super excited to see where life takes me!

PORSHEA JOHNSON
My ultimate philanthropic career goal is to  
become the owner of a freelance grant-writing 
and impact investing consultant firm. I am  
highly interested in leveraging and allocating 
funding and facilitating capacity building 
for various Christ-anchored churches and 
ministries, grassroots minority media arts, 
Black mental health, socio-economic building 
organizations as well as organizations serving 
our homeless neighbors. 

RACHEL PLOSS
After graduation I will be a full-time student in the M.A. in 

Philanthropic Studies program. I am so excited to 

continue my education with the school and graduate 

again next spring. I plan to look for a full-time job on the 

development team for an animal welfare or 

environmental nonprofit as those are my two biggest 

passions. I also plan to keep my part-time job with The 

Fund Raising School and obtain my CFRM from The 

Fund Raising School. I will continue to volunteer in both 

Indianapolis and my hometown to use my knowledge to 

help causes I care about. I could not be more proud to be 

a graduate of the IU Lilly Family School of Philanthropy.



ALANDRA STARKS
After graduation, I plan to continue my education 
by pursuing a nursing degree so that in the future, 
I can combine philanthropy with health care.

KATHRYN TAGUE
I plan to do ministry for Campus Outreach 
Indianapolis.

ASHLEY TIMMONS
After graduation, I would love to work for a  
nonprofit organization that deals with  
immigration/refugees (Exodus Refugee) or  
that deals with kids with autism (Hope Bridge).



THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS ARE ALSO 2020-21 GRADUATES:

M.A.
CATHERINE CEFALU
JAMIE MITTMAN
ALLISON STITLE
ERICA STICKLER

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE B.A.
KIERA COBBREHAN AHMED

BRENNA ALBRITTON
JULIA ASHTON KOHL
ERICA BERNSTEIN
MYAH BLAZER
KIMBERLEY BORGES
BRIONNA COLE
ADRIENNE FAIRBANKS
DANIAL FARRUKH

JUDY HARTLING
RAFI HUSSAINI
QASIM MAZHAR
AZHAR MITHAIWALA
MARIYA NADEEM
SAMER NASEREDDE
CLAIRE SHAPKER
AHMED SHEHATA
MICHELE WADE



Our strength is our talent: our founders, our outstanding 
faculty, experts and thought leaders, and especially our 
students who will take the research and wisdom created 
here and apply it to improve the world. Throughout their 

careers, they can call upon the rich perspectives we nurtured 
to inform their ultimate contributions to our economic, 

social, and civic commonwealth.

Amir Pasic
Eugene R. Tempel Dean

Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy
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