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Case for Support Summary 
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Uniting God’s People through the Ministry of Education 
 

To proclaim the good news as School Sisters of Notre Dame, directing our entire lives toward that 
oneness for which Jesus Christ was sent. As he was sent to show the Father’s love to the world, we are 

sent to make Christ visible by our very being, by sharing our love, faith, and hope. 
 

Two Centuries of Educating the Most Vulnerable Among Us 

Founded nearly 200 years ago in 19th century Bavaria, the School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) is an 
international congregation of apostolic women religious who were ahead of their time in understanding 
that the education of girls is crucial to the advancement of society. 

In 1847, SSND’s founder, Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, a gifted educator and beloved teacher, 
accompanied by other Sisters, came to the United States to teach young German immigrant children and 
established their first American school in Baltimore. The School Sisters proceeded to establish schools 
across the United States and in Canada, focusing on vulnerable populations, particularly girls. Just 50 years 
after their arrival, the Congregation established the first Catholic women's college in the United States to 
offer a four-year baccalaureate degree. 

Today, as in those early years of the Sisters’ work, the greatest treasure and resource of SSND is the Sisters 
who animate it. For two centuries, the Sisters of Notre Dame have answered the call to service, responding 
to the most urgent needs of our times, not only in North America, but around the world. One hundred 
and eighty-five years after the founding of their congregation, the School Sisters of Notre Dame continue 
to educate, create unity and make an impact across the globe. 

The Atlantic-Midwest Province is part of an international congregation, based in Rome, Italy, of over 2,500 
Sisters in 30 countries sharing Christ’s love and contributing to justice, peace and the integrity of creation. 
School Sisters of the Atlantic-Midwest Province continue to minister in over 40 locations in the United 
States, Canada, England, Haiti, and South Sudan. They are professors, teachers, administrators and 
counselors; they are librarians and spiritual directors; they are nurses, facilitators, artists, and therapists; 
they are justice and peace promoters, as well as pastoral ministers, volunteers, and women of prayer. The 
Atlantic- Midwest Province sponsors or co-sponsors a university, three college preparatory schools for 
young women, two middle schools for students from low-income families, two temporary homes for 
women in recovery, and four centers providing learning and career development programs to vulnerable 
populations. Regardless of how they serve, the sisters educate in all that they do. 
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Unifying and Serving God’s People for a Better Tomorrow 

Internationally, the Atlantic-Midwest Province supports SSND formation in a deeply divided, intercultural 
global society that is increasingly influenced by technology—a reality that demands innovative responses 
to the needs of a broken people and compromised earth. 

Locally, in the Atlantic-Midwest Province, the active, semi-retired, and retired sisters continue to 
“proclaim the good news…for which Jesus Christ was sent.” They continue to find creative ways to be 
faithful to the vision of Blessed Mother Theresa. Through the ministry of prayer and presence, the elderly 
and infirm sisters remain involved in the mission. 

As an international community, SSND is constantly presented with opportunities to look beyond itself for 
ways to unify and serve God’s people. SSND continuously seeks to be effective stewards, sharing resources 
and making decisions for the common good of the congregation. The Atlantic-Midwest Province is proud 
to support the congregation’s novitiate at the SSND headquarters in Rome, drawing women of faith from 
around the world. 

 
Bringing Justice to a Broken World 

The School Sisters of Notre Dame rely on generous donations from donors and partnerships with 
associates and other lay collaborators to sustain the SSND mission and ministries—to bring justice to a 
broken world. Charitable donations enable our sisters and colleagues to continue to respond to urgent 
needs, locally and globally. 

To achieve this goal, SSND must raise enough money each year to: 
 

1) Strengthen the SSND Educational Ministry: Charitable donations help to provide financial and 
human resources for educational and ministry formation programs that sustain the SSND charism, 
values, and mission to deliver quality educational services to the most vulnerable among us. In 
addition, it is critical that SSND has the resources to continually grow its network of ambassadors, 
Associates, collaborators and lay leaders, who help to sustain the SSND educational mission and 
ensure the Sisters are empowered to make a transformative impact for years to come. Programs 
that orient and form lay staff and leaders to SSND mission, ministry, heritage, and spirituality support 
this effort. Financial support to our sponsored and co-sponsored education ministries support the 
quality of the SSND education “in the SSND way.”   

 
2) Strengthen the SSND Global Network: The province supports the integration of social justice and 

the care of creation into its ministries, empowering its leadership, faculty, students, Associates, 
and clients to be more socially and globally conscious people, and able to contribute to a more just 
world. Toward this end, the province has undertaken four focused initiatives: 

a. Ensuring the availability and sustainability of water; 
b. Seeking justice for immigrants; 

c. Ending human trafficking; and, 
d. Supporting human and social development on the island of Lagonav off the coast of Haiti, 

where the sisters are collaborating with Beyond Borders, a well-respected NGO and 
nonprofit organization already established in the region. 

 
3) Support Current and Future Sisters’ Way of Life: It is critical for the continued vibrancy of the 

community of sisters that SSND continues to fund sisters’ retreats, renewal programs, prayer 
resources, and other forms of spiritual renewal, growth, and professional development. SSND will 
seek ways to educate the next generation of women to become SSND-inspired leaders, living their 
lives to their full potential and making Christ visible to others through them. 
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4) Caring for our aging sisters: The Atlantic-Midwest Province generates revenue through sisters’ 
salaries and social security payments, stipends, investment interest, donations, grants and 
bequests. The sisters’ plan their future by being good stewards of their resources, but their income 
is not enough to meet these financial needs. As the sisters of the province age and are working 
fewer hours, their salary remittances decrease. At the same time, healthcare expenses for sisters’ 
care are increasing, as is the need to form and collaborate with partners, lay staff, and associates 
eager to be carriers of the SSND mission and ministries. Currently, earnings from the ministries of 
younger religious cover a portion of elder-care expenses. However, the number of younger 
religious able to serve in compensated ministry is rapidly diminishing. In fact, the median age of our 
religious is 80 years old. In 2019, it is projected that religious past age 70 will outnumber those under 
age 70 by nearly four to one. Accommodating the needs of retired sisters costs the province 
approximately $4.5 million dollars annually. This expense is going to escalate as the number of 
retired sisters rises and number of wage earners decreases. Charitable donations enable senior 
sisters to receive quality care in province residences. 

 
 

Join Us in Transforming the World Through Education 

Our mission is to ensure that the School Sisters of Notre Dame’s life-changing ministries will continue for 
centuries to come. 

Locally and globally, our sisters work to serve as examples of lives lived to make Christ visible in a troubled 
world; to advance the vision of a more unified world, by offering peace, hope, and love to all; and to 
inspire others to transform lives through education. 

Together, the School Sisters of Notre Dame, in collaboration with those who will answer the call, will 
continue to risk innovative responses to empower individuals and families to reach the fullness of their 
potential and to transform the world through education. Please join us in the effort. 

 

“United and content with little, we go out into the whole world, into the tiniest villages, into the poorest 
dwellings, wherever the Lord calls us, to bring poor children the good news of God’s reign.” 

-Blessed M. Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger (1839) 
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