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Charitable Giving & Life Satisfaction:

Does Gender Matter?

Executive Summary

“What makes us happy?” This question has been posed for centuries, starting with the ancient Greek philosophers and
persisting with today’s celebrities, researchers, and the media. Research has shown a link between life satisfaction and
physical and emotional health, which spurs us to identify the things that make us happier and healthier. We sought to
understand: does the “joy of giving” lead to a happier life?
Women Give 2017 is a step forward in understanding what makes us happy. It delves deeply into the connections between
happiness and charitable giving. The research addressed two central questions:
Does the “joy of giving” affect all individuals and households equally?
Does the impact of giving on overall happiness vary by gender?
7KLVVWXG\H[DPLQHGWKHVHLVVXHVE\ORRNLQJDWWKHVDPHKRXVHKROGVRYHUDQXPEHURI\HDUV,WRႇHUVQHZLQVLJKWVRQKRZ
life satisfaction is shaped by household characteristics - such as composition, income, gender roles within the family, and how
GHFLVLRQVDURXQGFKDULWDEOHJLYLQJDUHPDGH7KH¿QGLQJVSURYLGHVWURQJHYLGHQFHDERXWWKHOLQNEHWZHHQKDSSLQHVVDQG
JLYLQJDQGLOOXPLQDWHGLႇHUHQFHVLQKRZDQGZKHQPHQDQGZRPHQH[SHULHQFHWKHMR\RIJLYLQJ7KHVWXG\DOVRXQFRYHUHGD
QHZLGHDDOLQNEHWZHHQKRXVHKROGKDSSLQHVVDQGWKHUROHRIZRPHQLQWKHLUIDPLOLHV¶¿QDQFLDOGHFLVLRQV

What We Learned:
Giving makes us happy. The study found that giving to charitable organizations is positively related to life satisfaction.
The more a household gives as a percentage of income, the higher the household’s life satisfaction.

Giving makes us all happy. Across marital status (single women, single men, and married couples), giving to
charitable organizations is positively related to a household’s life satisfaction.
&KDQJHVLQJLYLQJKDELWVDႇHFWPHQDQGZRPHQGLႇHUHQWO\Single men see the greatest increase in life
satisfaction when they become donors. For single and married women, life satisfaction increases most when they increase
their giving.
:KHQZRPHQGULYHFKDULWDEOHGHFLVLRQVPRUHJLYLQJPHDQVKLJKHUVDWLVIDFWLRQFor households
where either the wife makes charitable decisions or spouses make charitable decisions jointly, life satisfaction increases with
the percentage of household income given to charity.

7KLVLPSDFWLVJUHDWHULQORZHUDQGPLGGOHLQFRPHKRXVHKROGVFor households where charitable decisions
are driven by women and more than two percent of their incomes are given to charity, households making less than $100,000
per year experience more of a boost in life satisfaction from giving than those making $100,000 or more.
Women Give 2017 LVDQLPSRUWDQWDFKLHYHPHQWLQWKHRQJRLQJHႇRUWE\WKH:RPHQ¶V3KLODQWKURS\,QVWLWXWHWRXQGHUVWDQGGLႇHUHQFHVLQ
WKHZD\PHQDQGZRPHQJLYH7KLVVWXG\¶V¿QGLQJVKDYHGHHSLPSOLFDWLRQVIRUSKLODQWKURS\DQGIXQGUDLVLQJ:LWKDEHWWHUXQGHUVWDQGLQJ
RIKRZDQGZKHQPHQZRPHQDQGIDPLOLHVGHULYHKDSSLQHVVIURPJLYLQJQRQSUR¿WOHDGHUVFDQPRUHHႇHFWLYHO\HQJDJHWKHLUGRQRUVDQG
SKLODQWKURSLVWVZLOOJDLQJUHDWHUMR\IURPJLYLQJ:3,LVJXLGHGLQRXUUHVHDUFKHႇRUWVE\WKHLGHDWKDWXQGHUVWDQGLQJWKHPDQ\ZD\VLQZKLFK
JHQGHULQÀXHQFHVSKLODQWKURS\ZLOOXQORFNDQHZHUDRIJLYLQJE\DOO
7KLVUHVHDUFKZDVFRPSOHWHGZLWKIXQGLQJIURPWKH%LOO 0HOLQGD*DWHV)RXQGDWLRQ7KH¿QGLQJVDQGFRQFOXVLRQVFRQWDLQHGZLWKLQDUH
WKRVHRIWKHDXWKRUVDQGGRQRWQHFHVVDULO\UHÀHFWRႈFLDOSRVLWLRQVRUSROLFLHVRIWKH%LOO 0HOLQGD*DWHV)RXQGDWLRQ
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